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My ens 


Do D Juden but the Kan- 
dalous Pamphlet, mention d in 
the Title-Pa ge, bas fallen into 
your Lordi 's Hands, and 
read with a j juſt Indignation, as 
a Piece of E/frontery 15 allowable in a 
Free- Thinker. N othing can be wrote a- 
8 Religions, but what your Lordſhip peru- 
es with vaſt Attention: As you are a, di- 
tine guiſh'd Part of the Legiſlature, you 
wiſely conſider every Thing in a politich, as 
well as religious View, and, as ſuch, muſt 
Ts the Blunders, as well as Audacity of the 
bone 7 A 3 Author 
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2 of that extraordinary Pro ee wh ; 
addreſſes the er to repe 
one 
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he aloft 
only ungueſtioned Part of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion by Lau ęſtabliſb d. For what other 
Part of our holy Religion remains unbio- 
lated by ſome People? All Faith and Myfte- 
ries are, already, as good as kick'd out of 


Doors, unleſs here and there in ſome Perſons 


of old antiquated Notions, who Wilen 
perſiſt in the Belief of their Cre when 


even theſe venerable Statutes have ſearce any 
more Authority left them, than to be wrote 


in great Characters on Church Walls, for 
the Mob to gaze at; like your old ruſty 


Swords, which are expoſed in publick Shows 


and Pageantries, but are never to be drawn 
for any Execution. 


7 7 


But to give your Lordſhip a 2 1 7 


Idea of the Inadvertence of the Man, 5e ; 
ſtumbles in his very Title, unleſs he has 
ſome more artful or malicious Views in his 


Propoſal. He begins with a Bill for revi- 
ling and amending theſe obſolete Statutes; 
as if that were not a ſufficient Proof of his 
buſy meddling Temper, when he could not 


let People alone in the undiſturbed Poſſeſ- 


non of never troubling themſelves about | 


them: But he muſt add immediately, or 12 


peal certain old Statutes, commonly call'd 


gr. Be Ten es. This, my Lord, is 


vndoubt- 
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undoubtedly his principal Drift, as appears 


through the Whole Pamphlet. Tho” he 
would ſeem to gild the Pill, by propoſing to 
have them reviſed and amended; yet I am 


convinced, and ſhall prove it in the Sequel, 
that he aims at nothing 1% than repealing 
them, or rather aboliſhing them Root and 


Dis true, he would have us believe that 
he only means to reſtrain the Uſe) of them, 
to the moſt deſpicable Part of this Nation. 
But have not all free People, as we are, an 
equal Right to be exempt from the Burden 
of them? What Privilege has the greateſt 


Peer of the Realm to crack the Command- 


ments, above a common Man? I know of 
no Privilege in our Laws, at leaſt in that 
reſpect; no, not in Magna Charta, nor in 
Charta de Foreſta, purchaſed by the Blood of 


our - Anceſtors, but the Privilege of Han. 
Mag. by which, if your Lordſhip, and o- 


_ thers of your Lordſhip's high Quality, ſhould 
crack ſome of thoſe Commandments, or 


even all of them, we muſt not ſay you did 
ſo, as we may of common Men, provided 
the Fact were true. So that the Author's 


main Drift muſt be to have thoſe Statutes _ 
entirely repeal'd, notwithſtanding the Mo- 
deſty of his Propoſal for revifing and amend- 
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chich any Perſon of your Lordſhip's Pene- 


ap daſh on the whole Body of thoſe vene- 


fable Statutes, and is for repealing them all 


'* at once: Whereas if he had gone on by De- 
grees, and endeavour'd to aboliſh them one 


by dne; as the Free-Thinkers dealt by our 


holy Myſteries, or had only ſtruck at the 
moſt bürdenſome Parts of them firſt; ſuch 


as ſanckifying che Sabbath, abſtaining from 


Adulteries, Whoredoms,' Cheating, Perju- 
_ ries, Lying, Sc. or, in fine, had propoſed to 
have them expreſſed in the affirmative, in- 


ſttead of the negative; as Thou ſbalt wor- 
ſhip no God at all: Thou halt take the 


Name of the Lord thy God in vain; and 
blaſpheme and abuſe it, as an Ornament of 
Diſcourſe : Thou halt keep no Day holy: 
Thou ſbalt kill, genteely and decently ; and 


take off any one that ſtands in thy Way; 
provided thou canſt do it with Safety of 


and difagreeable Particle not: Then, per- 
haps, he might have hoped for ſome ſmall 
SGaucceſs. This he had the Senſe to obſerve 
himſelf, but was unhappily hurried out of 


There is another Blunder, even againſt 


thy Neck: Thou alt ea: Thou halt 
commit Adultery: Thou halt lie: Thou 
Halt cover, &c. leaving out that forbidding 


Sight 
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A ſoon as the Author enters on a his Sub- 
jet; he ſeems to lay it down as a Poſtulatum, 
That theſe Statutes are extremely trouble- 


ſome to ſome” People, (tho' I don't think 


they give your Lordſhip any Uneaſineſs,) 


and are a great Check on a free Nation, who 


ought to think and act freely. Perhaps o, 


with reſpect to Perſons like himſelf; but 
his Way of Writing ſnie ws him to be a Man . 


of too much Senſe to think that all Perſons 
are as ſtreight-lac'd as he is; and does not 
reflect, that Thouſands and Thouſands,” in 
theſe Nations, have not the leaſt Uneaſineſs 


in breaking ſome of theſe Statutes every 
Day. This one Conſideration demonſtrates 
the Inutility of his Projeft + For who would 


give himſelf the Frouble and E ce to 


repeal a Law, When, according to him, the 


major Part of the Nation is left at Liberty 


to break it, or obſerve it, at Pleaſure, pro- 


vided they keep clear of the Laws? If there 
were proper Officers to ſee theſe Statutes put 
in Execution; if they had Power to cha- 


1} Mike Oenders that did not fall under the 
Tab f the Magiſtrates; if they could in- 


flit Pains and Penalties for the Breach of 
them: Then, indeed, there might be ſome 
Reaſon to Petition for a * But when, 

as 


mo 


(40 
as he dens himſelf, the major Part of the 
Nation, particularly Perſons of Figure and 
Fortune, are not obliged to obſerve them, 
ſince he propoſes to have the Uſe of them 
reſtrain'd-to the lower Claſs of People, not 
to bind Perſons of a higher Rank; when, 
to conſtitute ſuch Gen would be down 
right Prieficraft, ſo hateful to all the 
World: When, 5 thoſe very Offi- 
cers, Who ſhould watch over the Execution 
of them, make bold with ſome of them, 
as well as the reſt. When Perſons are per- 
mitted to write publickly againſt them, and 
ridicule every Branch of them with Impu- 
nity; when publick Places are ſer up, like 
ſo many Offces, for the profeſſed Breach of 
them; who would trouble himſelf to have 
them formally repeal d? Or create Diffi- 
culties where there are none? 1 po to 
this very Author, if any Body, eſpecially 
thoſe who are dleſs d with a — 
Opuolency in their Fortunes, have not the 
Liberty to break them, with as much Safety, 
and more Appetite, than they break their 
Faſts. Is it not a receiv'd Maxim, that no 
Body has a Right to reſtrain my Conſcience, 
or loony himſelf with what I do, but the 
civil Magiſtrate? And what has he to do 
with my Conſcience, or whether I have any 
or not? Then your * n. better 
than 
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. than. L: that all Puniſhments of the BEET 
Life are entirely out of the Queſtion. . 


The Thought of creating Didtwulcies 


where there are none, puts me in mind of 


another, quite of a different Nature, Which b 
is, that tho ſo many Perſons are in no man- 
ner of Uneaſineſs as to the binding Part of 


theſe Statutes; yet it may not be quite ſo 
eaſy to repeal them, as this Author ima- 


gines: For let People take never ſo little 
Notice of them in their Practice, there is a 


long Preſcription for their Authority. Some 
learned Book- worms will pretend to prove 


them to be as old as the Creation: As to the 


Subſtance of them, by a long Poſſeſſion 
they ſeem to be interwoven with our Conſti- 


tution, which will make it a very hard Task 
to aboliſh them all at once, as this Scbemiſt 


e unleſs he prevaricates, and has a 

ind to have them confirm'd, in Oppofi- 
tion to hat he propoſes. But be that as it 
will, it is extremely impolitick to under- 
take a Work of ſuch Conſequence, as re- 


pealing theſe Statutes would be, without 


being able to go through with it: All At- 
tempts of that Nature, unleſs ſucceſsful, 


will only rivet them more ſtrongly in the 
Minds of Men, which every one, who re- 


by all Means ſtrive to avoid. A wiſc Legi- 
2 2 lature 


1 
Nature will never undertake what they can't 
bring to bear; but rather let ſuch odious 
Laws fall in deſuetudinem, for want of put- 
ting them in Practice; and ſo let them die 
away. This laſt Method of letting them 


die away, has had vaſt Succeſs already, in a ; | 


great many moral Duties, tho forgot or o- 
TA * Scbemiſt: And 915 knows 
but it may have the like Effect with theſe 
no almoſt antiquated Statutes, and ſo ſave 
us the Trouble and Odium of repealing 
them? Bur, my Lord, tis my humble Opi- 
nion, that to attack them directly were to 
ſtir up a great many dormant Pens, who, 
Porcupine like, when we come too near, will 
dart ten thouſand pointed Quills againſt us, 
and cauſe greater Damage, than a ſupine 
Diſuſe of them. Nay, I don't queſtion but 
ſome would be brandithing their feathered 
Spears, merely out of the Spirit of Contra- 
diction, tho they never troubled themſelves 
about the Obſer vation of them; juſt as our 
modern Scriblers in Politicks, who care not 
a Straw how Matters go, provided they {| 
Lan but write, and eat. Whereas, keeping 


at a Diſtance, and raking no Notice f 


theſe Statutes in our Practice, may be fully 
as effectual, as repealing them, and much 


more natural. Thus the Free-Thinkers, | pf 


when they neither believed, nor practiſed 
any Religion in private Life, went on ſibim- 
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Older ä 
There is another grand Bevue in the Au- 


been altogether ſo ſhocking. 


(#3) - 


Z mingly enough; but when they attack d it : 
in Print, they have been ſo expoſed, that it 


is almoſt A Blot upon Reaſon to be'a Fre et 
) 
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thor's Propoſal, that is, in defiring, in Hat 


* Terms, to have thoſe Statutes repeal'd; 


whereas in Modeſty, as well as in Prudence 
and Politichs, he ſhou'd have been contented 


to have them only explain d. Tf he had 


ſtopp'd there, I can't fay his Propoſal had 
1 


They might eafily have been explain'd 


away, as is frequently done by other Acts 
of Parliament. But how would he have 
them explain'd? Why ſo as to have it de- 


elared and enacted, that the Obligation of 
them only belongs to the lower Claſs ef 
People, but ſhould have no Force to bind 


Perſons of Rank and Figure: He even pre- 


tends to give Reaſons for ſuch an arbitrary 


Diſtinction, vi. from the conſtant Practice 
of our Quality and Gentry, who, accord- 
ing to him, make no more of theſe old Sta- 
rates, than they do of an old Ballad; from 
the Indecency and Incongruity of the Thing, 


chat Perſons of Figure and Fortune ſhould 


be tied up to the ſame Rules as Shopkeep- 


ers and Mechanicks; with a great man 


other 


( 14 ) n 
other Thing s looking that Way, and, in- 
deed, is the pelt plauſible F — for 
ſuch an extravagant Propoſal. But, with 
our Schemiſt's Leave, he is quite out in his 
Calculations; for I e can bring as 
many of the low, and even middle Rank of 
F as tres with: Gavetnt DE 
the Commandments, as any Man of Qua- 
lity he dares name; Nay, if you take the 
very Canaillia and Scum of the People, 
he can aſſign no Lord nor Lady, in his own 
Suppoſition, that can be more ignorant of 
the Names and Number of the Command- 
ments, tho they are, or make leſs ſcruple 
of cracking as many as they have Occaſion 
for, tho they have not ſo many Conveni- 
encies to do it ; which he may think a great 
Drawback to their Happineis. Several of 
ſubſtantial Merchants and Traders 
ee: as many Miſtreſſes, and crack as many 
— Commandments, as their Purſes and Credit 
will allow. Then I'll defy him to produce 
any, of what Rank he ke who run 
deeper in the Catalogue of Sins, than moſt 
of the idle Part of & the Town, not to men- 
tion your young Lawyers, Phyſicians, and 
ſome Students in Divinity: 80 that 
this Proponent mult be very ignorant, or 
very partial in his Calculations. But what 
is ſtill worſe in his Suppoſition, would not 
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ral Inſurrection in the People, to confine ; 
the Privilege, of breaking the' Command- 


ments to Perſons of Rank and Figure only, 


as he does? When, beſide the unequal Di- 
ſtribution of Riches and Fortune, they 
ſhould . not be. allow'd to commit what 
their Inclinations prompt them to, as well 


| 3d their Retters. Have not the rift of Main 
kind Inclinations and Appetites, as well as 
thoſe of the moſt elevated Fortunes? 


Would they not be as willing to indulge | 


them, tho' in a narrower Sphere? If a Man 
of a moderate Fortune can't keep a Wh--re 


of the firſt Magnitude, can't he keep a lit- 


tle one? If a Merchant can't freight a Ship | 


of Burden, can't he freight a ſmall Pin- 
nace? If he can't throw away a great 


Eſtate at Gaming, can't he ruin his Wife 
and Family ar 3 Play? If he can't 


cheat a whole Nation, or Company, can't 


be cheat his Neighbours and Cu omers? 
What, therefore, would this Author mean, 
by deſigning the Ten Commandments to 
| curb the Vulgar only, unleſs to raiſe a Di- 
ſturbance in the Nation, at a Time when 


People of all Ranks enjoy the full Liberty 


of freely thinking that they are not obliged 


to obſerve v8 ? 1 with he has not the 
Pretender in View. However, tis mani- 


feſt, one of his Drifts, in ſuch an unjuſt 


DiſtinGtion, ſo notoriouſly unnatural and 
R Ml partial, 


\ 
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partial, was, to have theſe Statutes entirely 
1 870 1 defire all Perſons, who will not 


believe it, to read his Pamphlet throughout, 


-yatial ö * 11 "7616 9 8 3 : "Ry 
. Hitherto, my Lord, I have only given 


a ſhort Confutation of this Author's Pro- 
ject, and argued only ad hominem, that is, 
according to his uncommon Way of think- 


ing, without giving any formal Reaſons for 
my own Opinion; as I don't take the Man 


to be a Fool, but look on his Views as I 


Would on ſquinting Eyes, when they are di- 
rectly fix d on any Object, they are look- 
ing another Way, and are commonly ſaid 


to look nine Ways at once; which, I fear, is 

the Caſe of this Author. But let him dare 

his Glares which Way he pleaſes, I can 
ive your Lordſhip unanſwerable Reaſons 


in Politicks, why we ſhould rather let theſe 
obſolete Statutes: die away, than either re- 


8 them, or explain them in the Author: 
ſe, This they myſt do of courfe. i 


ie have but Patience to take no Notice c 
them in our Practice; or if we cod but 


induce the Oyerſeers and Officers, who are 
to watch over and exhort the People to keep 
them, to be a little more remiſs and negli- 


ent in their Duty than Fa Oe ne pe 
lent. ; Some People are of Opinion, 


* 
ge, „ a 16 Wd + 4 „4 44 93 af wo 2 
the molt effectual Way to create a Remiſ- 
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neſs 
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6 
neſs in them, were to make a conſiderable 
Addition to their Income: But this might 
have the contrary Effect. For I have heard 
of a Parſon, who could nor preach worth 
one Farthing, unleſs he had ſome Silver in 
his Pocket; as we ſee when a confiderable 
Benefice is to be preach'd for, we have very 
fine Sermons, ſuitable to the Occaſion; ne- 
vertheleſs, tis paſt Diſpute, that a fat Be- 
nefice, like a great Eſtate, make People 
more eaſy, in every — than they were 
| before, and may raiſe them nigher that 
happy State, wherein our Author thinks they 
C 


t to be diſpenſed with, from the heavy 

Clog of the Commandments. Perhaps 
making them more dependant on the tem- 

poral Power might cauſe them to be more 

_ remiſs in their Duty: However that be, 


and to come nigher my preſent Purpoſe, I 


hope to convince your Lordſhip, or any one 
of your Lordſhip's Penetratien, that it is 
not, yet, a proper Time to repeal, or explain 
away the Ten Commandments, or even to 
meddle with them at all, at leaſt by any 

publick Act. This entirely overthrows the 

very Purport of that ſcandalous Propoſal. 
I ſhall prove my Aſſertion, befides what has 
been premiſed, from the Authority of great 


and learned Men, from the Nature of the 


Thing in itſelf, from the Diſcredit ir would 
bring upon the Nation, Derrimenc to our” 
Niere B . oY Intereſt | 
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Ingntereſt Abroad, publick Trade, Sc. which, 

I am ſure, your Lordſhip will allow to be 
pteferable to all religious Motives; from 
the Scandal it would bring upon the Refor- 


mation in general, and the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion, as by Law eſtabliſh'd, in particular; | 
from the injurious Affront it would be to 


the High Court of Parliament, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, to expect they 
ſhould concur to ſuch a Bill as this Author 
propoſes, and even draws up a Scheme of 


2 Bill for that Intent; with other Reaſons, 
as they occur, which I ſhall mark down in 
the epiſtolary Way, more than any formal 


Diſſertation ; with a few Hints, when it 


may be a proper Time to offer at ſuch an 


Attempt, if we would efeually repeal the 


foreſaid Statutes ? 


II, my Lord, the Cauſe were to be de- 


termined by Authority, I could produce a 


great many learned and venerable Writers 


of our Nation, who were the chief Pillars 


of the Reformation, as well as a great ma- 


ny right reverend Biſhops, who ſupported 
it with their Zeal and Example; and really 
were of Opinion, that theſe Statutes ought 


to /aft as long as Religion. But, leſt this 


acute Author ſhould object that theſe were 
Men of old unfaſhionable Notions, and 
ſhould pretend to counter-balance their 
8 Mai 
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Authority by others of a more modern and 
modiſh Taſte; I ſhall wave that Part, as 
improper at preſent, not ſuitable to the 
Genius of the Nation, and, indeed, a little 
pedantick for an Epiſtle. But there is one 
great Man, I am ſure, of our Author's 
Tafte, whoſe Authority will be allowed to 
be decifivez I mean the Reverend and 
Learned Dr. S, called, per Excellence, 
the Dean. He may worthily be called The 


Dean of Deans, for his unparalleFd and 


inimitable Talents, Judgment, and Pene- 
tration, in all Diſputes of this Nature, 

Your Lordſhip, I am poſitive, muſt remem- 
ber, what that great Man, ſome Years a- 
gone, proved to a Demonſtration, vis. 
That it is not a proper Time to aboliſh 
_ Chriſtianity in theſe Kingdoms, at leaſt as 
yet. Moſt of his Reaſons are entirely ap- 
plicable- to our Caſe; there is no need of 
repeating them in this Place; I ſhall only 
argue conſequentially from them, as from 
an eſtabliſhed Truth. I own, freely, they 
are not quite ſo demonſtrative at preſent, 
as they were at that Jun&ure, becauſe we 


grow nigher and nigher the proper Time 


every Day. However, one Part of that 
great Man's Argument remains till in its 
full Force: That ingenious Author proves 
invincibly, that we are, and even ought to 
be, yet, nominal Chriſtians. From vn 


„ 
I infer, that we ought, yet, nominally, to re- 
tain the Ten Commandments. He was ſo 
circumſpect in his Argument, that when 


i. | he had proved that it was not yet a proper 


Time to aboliſh Chriſtianity, from 

it follows, undeniably, that it is not yet a 
proper Time to repeal the Ten Command- 
ments, as being one of the moſt eſſential 


So that, according to that ſu; 


indeed, the almoſt only Part we have left; 
1 , his Circumſpection in the Caſe was ſo 


great, that he drew his Conſequence in the 


moſt favourable Senſe, and concluded that 
we ought at leaft to be nominally Chriftions. 
derlative Ge- 
nius, if we are yet to be real Chriſtians, we 

muſt really retain the Ten Commandments; 
I only nominally Chriſtians, we muſt re- 

tain them nominally. 2. E. P. 


Tour |. Lordſhip will pleaſe to obſerve, 
That I take it as a Po/tulatum, that the Ten 
_ Commandments are a principal Part of 
Chriſtianity; really, if real; nominally, if 
only nominal, I added, ex abundanti, that 
they are almoſt, the only Part of Chriftia- 


I - nity we have left. As to the firſt, I never 


found, that even theFree-Thinkers attack d 
the Ten Commandments directly, tho they 
hate them of all others, as being the moſt 
burdenſome Part of the Law of * | 
j I | OT 


Cam) | 
For what are mere ſpeculative Difficulties, 
if compared to the Obligations of living 6 
berly, 773. and chaſtly, in every Action 
of Life? However, their Method is to at- 
tack them obliquely, with a Back Stroke, 
by denying the Exiſtence of moral Good _ 
and Evil; that tho' we break them every 
Day, we commit no Sin by it. Which 
favourable Opinion, ſo properly adapted to 
our ſenfual Apperites, gains Ground viſibly, 
and may ſoon make it a proper Time to re- 
peal theſe fame Statutes. Such a Syſtem 
perfectly anſwers the Liberty of Free- acting, 


the chief End and Scope of Free- thinking. 
| For what Good would Free- thinking do us, 


if we could not act freely? If we may think 
away Chriſtianity, why may not we ſhew it 
in our Lives and Actions? Nevertheleſs the 
Free-Thinkers have not thought fit yet to 


attack the Ten Commandments, in them- 
ſelves, but as they are a Part of the Old Te- 


ſtament : and unfortunately for thoſe 5 
Statutes, they are to be kick'd out of Doors 

on that Account. As to the other Part, 
vix. that they are almoſt all that remains of 
Chriſtianity among us, it is no leſs evident, 


at leaſt with the polite and faſhionable Part 


of this Nation. Every Body knows, now, 
that Chriſtianity is not yſterious, Which is 
as much as to ſay, tis not Cbriſlia nity: 
Nevelation itſelf is ridiculed by ſome, _— 
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"ed of by others, and little thought on by 
moſt. Tis to be fear d, that there are 
Perſons of Figure and Fortune, that do 
believe one half of the Apoſtles Creed, 
ſcarce remember their Catecbiſin, if a 
ever learnt it. But it were to impoſe on 
your Lordſhip' s Patience, and perhaps diſ- 
agreeable, if I ſhould ſpend Time in proving 
that the Commandments are yet a Part of 
Chriſtianity; by conſequence we muſt not 
repeal one, as this Author propoſes, till it 
zs a proper Time to repeal both. Perhaps 
this is one of his chief Views. I might add, 
that of late Years ſeveral Perſons renounce 
_ Chriſtianity on Account of that burden- 
ſome Part, which this artful Schemiſt brings 
as an Argument for repealing theſe Statutes: 
Tis poſſible ſome People would make no 
Scruple of profeſſing Chriſtianity, if that 
Clog were taken off: Bur as we ought yer 
to be Chriſtians, as explain'd before, fo 
ought we yet to retain the T en orange 
ments. 8 | „ 


But to make all Things as plain as poſſi- 
ble, even as plain as the Poſtulatums of our 


modern Mathematicians, if Perſons ſhould 
require any further Reaſons, more than 


What the incomparable Dean has brought, 


why we ſhould yet be Chriſtians, as to the 
_ let ot wall become of 8 
n 4 24 ü 
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ty in itſelf: To add to what he has proved 
to a ſufficient Demonſtration, we ought to 
reflect, that there are but Four Religions, 
properly ſpeaking, in the World; Chriſtia- 
nity, Judaiſin, Mahometaniſm, and Hea- 

theniſm. I hope the Free-Thinkers will ex- 
cuſe mefor naming the two reveal'd Religions 
firſt; I do it out of Reſpe& to my own 
Country, becauſe we are yet, nominally, 
Chriſtians. They will likewiſe pardon me 
for not reckoning Ather/m and Free-thinking 
among the reſt; becauſe, properly ſpeaking, 
they are no Religions at all: But in Conde- 
ſcendence to their Weakneſs, I ſhall begin 
with Heatheniſm firſt. | 


Heatheniſm then, would ſuit the Genius 
of ſome People well enough; but it muſt 
be a new Syſtem of Heatheniſm : For I veri- 
ly believe one of the Reaſons why we don't 
care for Chriſtianity is, becauſe it is too old 
for us, who love to change our Faſhions 

every half Year at leaſt. Beſides, the old 


— Heatheniſm has rather to much of Religion 


in it; it contained ſeveral religious Ceremo- 
nies, and even required ſome ſort of religious 
Worſhip, which would be a Clog on a free 
People. Tis true, we begin to have a 74% 
for Heathen Temples; probably, not without 
' ſome deſigning Sneers; but I am ſure they 
| were never deſign'd for religious Warſhip, 

- RET. B 4 unleſs 


1 . 
unleſs for the Rites of Bacchus and Venus, 
who were two of the Heathen Deities; & 
Dii Majorum Gentium, Gods of the firſt 
Claſs. Theſe are the only Parts of Heathen: 
Worſhip that will ever take with us. We. 
affect indeed ſomething of the Egyptian Su- 
perſiition, in erecting headleſs ſort of Obe- 


lifes like ill- proportioned Pyramids; which 


the antient Egyptians erected before their 
Doors, in Imitation, and Hieroglyphick Su- 
perſtition of the Sun and his Rays, whom 
they worſhipp'd as God: As the Rays of 
the Sun are pointed like ſo many Pyramids, 
they erected thoſe pyramidical Obeliſks:by 

way of Worſhip, much as the Papiſts do 
their Images: But they were never deſign d 
for Ornaments, but only as an idolatrous 


Ceremony. Nor were they look d upon as 


Decorations, by the more refined Tafte of 
the Greeks and Romans, unleſs as a Re- 
membrance of the antient Heatheniſh Su- 
perſtition. 'However that be, I am con- 


them. 


| ' Mabometaniſm, chough falſe, is alſo a ſe- 
rious Species of Religion; where they are 


| vinced we intend no religious Worſhip by 


obliged to keep: Lents,  Faſts, Purifications, 
Sc. and even to go to Prayers five Times 


a Day: This, I am ſure, will never go 
down. Beſides, it forbids the Juice of th 
355 Sr Grape, 
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Grape; which is more than Heatheniſh. 
All which (though we may be more fond 
of this laſt, becauſe forbid) would render 
ſuch a Religion abſolutely incolerable; but 
that it permits as many Wives and Concu- 
bines as we could maintain. This great 


I Privilege would alſo have its Inconvenien- 


cies; ſince ſome Perſons of the firſt Rank 
can ſcarce ſu ply the Extravagancies of one 
kept Miſtreſs: How then could they keep 
ſeveral? Which they maſt a to l in N 

Faſhion. 5112 35 
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ſtrange, unnatural Laws againſt the fair 

Sex, that is, the Huſband has Power of Life 
and Death over his Women, and to lock 
them up when they pleaſe, without which 
they could never be reſtrain'd from Cuck- 
oldom, if then. This can never be put in 
practice here, no, not ſo much as to lock 


them up for any conſiderable time, to bos * 


ſure of an Heir of ones own Loins; fince 
our Women begin to know that they are a 
free People, as well as the Men. And, if at 
Liberty, ' ſuppoſing a Pluralicy, How could 
the poor Huſband's Eſtate maintain fo many; 
and their Gallants to boot? The only Way 
would be, when they found any of their 
Wives or Concubines had a Næliſſß for ano- 
mw Man, to ſell her out and out. Proba- 
tum 
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Judaiſm has a great many 4 a- 
greeable enough to our Inclinations. It 
permits Plurality of Wives and Concubines, 
as well as Mahometaniſm. It alſo allows 
Harlotry for unmarried Perſons, provided 

it be with Strangers, not in their own 

Tribes, Daughters, - Sifters, Nieces, &c. 

Cheating, Lying, Uſury, Extortions, and 

perhaps Perjuries and Subornations may be. 

tolerated among them, with reſpe& to A- 
liens, Infidels, and ſo forth; which are 
great Privileges: But then they have a pro- 
digious Number of religious Ceremontes, and 
I am afraid ſome Prieftcraft among them. 

They are oblig'd to frequent the Synagogue 
on the Sabbaths and Feſtivals, which is as 
great a Clog as going to Church; and muſt 
ſay ſome Prayers now and then; all this is 

more than an equivalent Burden for their 
Privileges. Beſide, the unnatural Ceremo- 
ny of Circumciſion. | But what is moſt in- 
tolerable,” one is obliged to believe the Old 

Teſtament; and if they had Power to put 
their own: Laws in Ration, Blaſphemy 
and Irreligion are puniſhed with Death. 
Then what would become of ſo many, 
who [Re bold wich 2 e Deity on 

3 | every 
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every Occaſion? Such Severities are never ta 


* 


be born with in a free Country. 


Why then the Conſequence is, that we 
are neceſſitated yet to be Chriſtians, at leaſt. 
nominally, till we can invent ſome. new Re- 
ligion never thought on before. But who 
will take that Pains; or what ſort of Reli- 
gion it muſt be, I can't tell. Whoever 

ſhall undertake the Task, I would adviſe 
him to pick out whatever pleaſes in any 
Religion, and leave out the reſt, as the Ro 
mans did with the Grecian Laws, adapting 
What was proper for the Genius of the Peo- 
ple; or rather to imitate the Arminians in 
Holland, who, as I have been told, require 
no other Profeſſion of Religion, bur to write 
their Names in a publick Regiſter, that they 
belong to the Sect of the Arminians. Till 
this can be effected, the only Way that ap- 
pears, at preſent, is to go on as we do, and 
practiſe as little Religion as common De- 
cency will allow. 3 751 


But, to come to the Nature of the Thing, 


and the intrinfick Merits of the Cauſe; 8 


another Reaſon why the Ten Command- 
ments ought not to be repeal'd yet, is, that 
if they were to be abrogated, I can't ſee 
how we can, with Juſtice, hang up ſo 
many Criminals for doing what their Con- 


„ 
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ference allows them to do; becauſe Mur 

ders, Treaſons, Adulteries, Thefts, Perju- 
ries, and moſt other publick Crimes, were 
originally but cracking ſo many Command- 
ments: And if theſe ſhould be repeal'd, by 
Act of Parliament, I don't fee why the 
Puniſhments foi them ſhould not be re- 
peal d 00; unleſs it were added in the Act, 
« That, tho' ſuch Crimes are no Sins in 
* themſelves, nor ever will be puniſh'd by 


che ſupreme Governor of the Univerſe; 


ce yet we, his Vicegerents, as every lawful 
cc Legiſlator is, think fit to puniſh with 


* Death what is no Harm in the Eyes of 


“the juſt Judge of the Univerſe.” Per- 
Haps your Lordſhip is of Opinion, that the 
civil Part of the Law is infinitely prefera- 
ble to the conſcientious and religious Part, 
and quite of a different Nature; that we 
may puniſh. Crimes which attack our own 


Property, tho there were no Sin, or any 


Conſcience in the Caſe; or, if there were, 
ler the ſupreme Governor take Care of his 


own Cauſe. But, with great Submiſſion to 


your Lordſhip's Judgment, it would be 
very hard to put a Man to Death for what 
is allow'd to be no more evil in itſelf, nor 
in_ the Man's Conſcience, nor in the Eyes 
of: the ſupreme Governor of the Univerſe, 
than drinking a Glaſs of Wine. Again, 
what would become of the High Court of 
. Chancery, 


E 
Cbancery, Which is to judge of the real in- 
trinſick Equity of the Thing; if there were 
no real intrinſick Equity in Being? A Man 


may be rectus in curia in the Eyes of the 


Common Law, and a d—n'd Villain in 
Equity. Now as the Commandments were 
founded on the Equity of the Thing, and 
for that Reaſon forbid ſuch and ſuch Acti- 
ons, if we repeal the Commandments, we 

may ſeem, to more impartial Judges, to re- 
peal all intrinſick Equity, Virtue, Good- 
neſs, Juſtice, &c. and to have no Concern 
for * T . bot our feet ſelves. 


But, roy Lord, I am inclim d to kink; | 


that xlieſs venetable Statutes are ' a much 


fafer, and even ſtronger Barrier to our 
Lives and Properties, than coercive Laws, 
in a great many Occaſions; I mean, if Per- 
ſons could be brought back to the Opinion : 

of their Forefathers, and really think them 

binding in Conſcience. For tho' little Vil- 
lains muſt ſubmit to Fate, yet your over- 
grown Criminals, being above the Laws, 
which, like Cobwebs, only catch Flies, and 


not Hornets, they would eſcape all civil 15 


Puniſhment, and remain as free from Guilt 
as they are from Conſcience. Nor is it to 
be doubted, but private Perſons, little, as 
well as great, may commit Crimes of the | 
= Magnitude, that never fall under the 


_— 
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Copnizance of Fack Ketch. Perhaps your 


Lordſhip will inſiſt further, that common 


Humanity were ſufficient to keep Perſons of 
Honour within the Bounds of Decency, if 
we can but curb the more brutal Part of 


Mankind by coercive Laws. Common 


Humanity, my Lord, as well as common 


Honeſtly and common Senſe, are glorious 
Things! But are there not Brutes in laced 
Cloatbes, as well as in Rags? Where ſhall 


we find this common Humanity, if the 
Ten Commandments were entirely repeal'd? 


Why are the brutal Part to be compell'd by 
Laws, but becauſe they have not the Senſe 


of theſe Statutes in their Hearts, nor the 
Fear of God before their Eyes? I take true 

Humanity to be only the juſt Senſe of the 
Duties incumbent on human Life, which 


is the very Foundation of theſe Statutes, 
which teach us our Duty towards God, our 
Neighbours, and ourſelves. If we take 


away theſe, we may, in a ſhort Time, de- 


ſtroy not only Humanity, and common 
Senſe, but all human Society, and common 


Safety, into the Bargain. For, as I ob- 
| ſerved before, internal Obligations, and 


- 


Ties of Conſcience, are a much ſtronger 
Guard to human Society, than all the 
coercive Laws in the World: ' Theſe laſt 


may be eluded, and broke in upon with 


Impunity; but one always carries Conſci- 
hs "7 "ao 


g 
ence along with one, that is, when Perſons 
are really poſſeſs d of that Treaſure: But as 


we are a great trading Nation, perhaps a 
thinking People have barter'd it away, with 


= the wild Indians. However, one Thing 


ought particularly to be obſerv d, tharthoſe 
who cry out againſt the Ten Command- 
ments, have the leaſt common Humanity of 
all People beſide. For my on Part, when 
I happen to fall into Company of ſuck 
Gentlemen, as I have the Misfortune to do 
frequently, like the Dutchman at the Salu- 
tation Tavern, I always clap my Hand on 
my Pocket, or Sword, for fear he ſhould 
not have the Gallows before his Eyes, when 
he had ſhut them againſt the Command- 
ments. Being of a very timorous Nature, 
if theſe Statutes ſhould once come to be re- 
peal'd, I ſhould certainly retire to ſome 
ſtrong Caſtle, or inacceſſible Rock; if I 
could become invi/ible it would be lo. much 
the better; leſt my Wife, or Children, hav- 
ing no Ties of Conſcience to keep them in 
Aye, ſhould cut my Throat for what I had, 
and compound with the Laws, or Lawyers, = 
with part of my Effects. Theſe are ſome 


of the intrinſick Reaſons, drawn from the 


Nature of the Thing, why theſe obſolete 
Statutes ſhould not be-repeal'd, ; but rather 
revived, by all the Force the e can 


give them. 
There 
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There is one Objection againſt this Part, 
tho 1 chink was forgot by my Adverſary, 
and would have been one of his ſtrongeſt 
Arguments againſt theſe Statutes; v/z. that 
the Torrent of Cuſtom is ſo ſtrong againſt 
them, that tis impoſſible for the Legiſla- 
ture to rebive them, if they thought it 
proper but ſhould rather take them off, 

ſt they ſhould cauſe Qualms of Conſci- 
| ence” in ſerupulous Perſons, This Obje- 

Cc ion, I own, is above my Talents, fo I 

, muſt leave ir to the Conſideration of my 
| Betters.” What makes it ſtill harder, is, 
that the High Court of Parliament has ge- 
nerally ſo much of national Concerns in 
Hand, that it may not have Time for Con- 
cerns of Jeſs Conſequence, as your Lord- 

_ ſhip may imagine this to be; and it being 
no ways proper for our ſpiritual Governors 
= to convene, who uſed to take that Trouble 

1 off their Hands: Nor, if it were proper 
ö for them to convene, have they any Power 
our Laws to bind or looſe People from 

theſe Statutes, without the Concurrence of 
the Temporal Power. Such a Power would 
be as great a Clog on a free People, as theſe 
Statures themſelves, or even the Spiritual 
Court, which I am ſure your Lordſhip does 

# not approve of, not only becauſe it looks a 
: little like Popery, but as being 3 
5 . the 
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the Liberty of the Subject. Theſe Reaſons 
are certainly very ſtrong againſt the Poſſibi- 
liry of reviving the Ten Commandments at 
reſent; but I can't think they are a de- 
monſtrative Proof that they ſhould be re- 
pPeal d. On that Account we will turn our 
Thoughts to ſome notional and political 
| Reaſons why it 1s not ane, yet, to repeal | 
dere Statutes. 


* 


As political Rn are beſt are to 


your Lordſhip's Inclinations, we will con- 


ider theſe before the religious ones. Any 


wiſe Nation, as we are, will certainly pre- 
fer the former to the latter. Firſt, then 
we ought to conſider how other Nations 
Will oo on ſuch a Change in our Laws and 
Statutes, before we repeal them. I appre- 
hend, my Lord, no other Nation will be 
inclin'd ro follow our Example, no, not 
our good Friends and Allies the Datch, who 
are emulous of us in ſo many other Mat- 
ters, and come the nigheſt to us, in this 
Point, of any other Nation. I am con- 
| vinced, if the Thing were yet feaſible, 
they would be as forward for it, as ourſelves. 


If I am not miſtaken, theſe Statutes make 


part of their ancient Laws, as well as ours; 
and, perhaps, they rake as little Notice of 
© them, as we do: Whether it has been ad- 

vantagious, or detrimental to them, I Will 

a ONS not 


I not decide, only I am apt to think, they 
5 would chuſe the moſt lucrative Part. Fhey 


have the common Repuration of having as 


| little Religion as my Adverſary thinks we 
| have. Though they tolerate even more 
mW different Religions than we do, not except- 


5 ing the very Papiſts, they are wiſer than we 
dare in that reſpect, for they have the knack 


'} of making the very Papiſts uſeful to the 
"| Commonwealth; whereas, by our Severi- 
\ ties, we ſtill keep them under the Laſh; 
and think to make /fubborn Engliſhmen love 
wn! us by whipping them. But for all other Na- 
ah tions, at leaſt in Europe, they would take a 
handle to cry out againſt us with open 
{1 Mouths, if we ſhould repeal theſe Statutes. 
Perhaps they might raiſe a Holy War againſt 
us, as Perſons ſcarce fit to be tolerated on 


the Face of the Earth. All Nations hither- 
to, at leaſt in Chriſtendom, acknowledge the 
Obligation of them: And Infidels, I mean 
foreign Infidels, are too far from us to fear 
as Enemies, or court as Friends. All repu- 
ted Chriſtians, beſides ourſelves, look upon 


1 them as fo many Branches of the Law of 
Nature; confirm'd by the Approbation of 
| the beſt and wiſeſt Men of all Ages. What 


2 Drawback therefore, would ſuch a Step 
be to the Honour, Reputation, and Autho— 
| tity of the Nation; fo well eſtabliſh'd 
hicherto, by the Wiſdom of our Gover- 
. LF „ 
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nors? This Alone ought to turn the Balance 
againſt the vain Attempts of my Adverſary; 
and, to be ſure, will weigh more with true 
Politicians, than any religious Motive whats, 
ſoever. What Sneers would a certain great 
Miniſter abroad throw upon us, who ſteers 
the Helm chiefly by theſe Rules? Who 
makes them, in Appearance at leaſt, the 
Foundation of his Conduct: Perhaps. a8 as 
one of the % Strokes of Politicks, 
known and unexpected from Perſons of his 
Station. As a great General of old * 
declar'd publickly he would invade his 
Enemies on ſuch a Side, and did it, when 
they prepar dagainſt him another way ; never 

dreaming that he would act contrary to all 

other Politicians, in 7 what he n d 
ha would dg. 3 5 3 
» 
But to E this old Sen in kk | 
now, - untrodden Paths. Your' Lordſhip 
knows very well; that according to the 
common Maxans: in Politicks, one of the 
chief is, He tbat knows not bow to diſſemble, 
knows not bot to rule. Another, Always 
keep up the Shew of Religion, though you 
practiſe none. A Precept of very great U- 
tility in human Life. How many Gentle- 
men d . themſelves by theſe Rules 
£73 Dan {1170 07 55006" 
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8 
in all Times, and in all Nations? But J am 
ſorry I cannot ſay this laſt Maxim is follow- 
ed by my dear Countrymen in theſe King- 
doms, at leaſt of late Years; for I believe 
no Nation under Heaven ever diſſembled 4% 
1 in that Reſpect than we do; or can produce 
greater Numbers, who make publick Profeſſion 


of no Religion, than we can. But if we were to 
\l . repeal theſe Statutes, and make it an Act 
1 of the whole Nation, it would be natzonally - 
| to throw off the Maſk at once. Your Lord- 
I ip is thoroughly apprized how unpolitick 
tit! this would appear to wiſe People: It would 
WW — convince other Nations that we are ſo far 
= from being Politicians, that we cannot fo 
= much as diſſemble and feign to have any Re- 


ligion, but declare our real Sentiments 
by an Act of the whole Legiſlature. A- 
_ 4. - 8 


1 
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I T apprehend, my Lord, that ſuch a pub- 
lick Act would be vaſtly detrimental to our 
publick Credit; and, by conſequence, pre- 
judicial to our publick Trade that de- 
pends upon it, at leaſt with Foreigners; 
though perhaps with one another we may 
be allowed to play all the Play, and bite as 
bite can, as it is with Fockeys and Sharpers. 
But certainly it would be a great Draw- 
back to our foreign Trade, which ought 
to have very great Weight with a trading 

ES mts Þ 264 Na- 
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Nation: On which Account, I ſhall put 
this Conſideration i in as full a Light as poſ- 
ſible. I can't tell whether your Lordſhip 
remembers any of theſe Statutes in particu- 
lar; perhaps your Tutor might forget to 
read them over to you in your Youth; Be 
that as it will; for the Benefit of all thoſe 
who may not have learnt them, or. forgot 
them for want of Uſe, I ſhall quote ſome, 
of them, as far as regards our Trade ; leav- 
ing che religious Part to Divines. Sr | 


One of theſe 9 ry Og is, Thou ſhalt not 
fleal. Under which is comprehended, not 
only all publick Extortions, Plunders, and Op- 
preffions, but all manner of Cheating, Biting, 
Defrauding, Over-reaching, Receiving, Re- 
1 another Man's Goods, Money, Cc. 
as well as downright Theft. Now if we 
ſhould publickly — — this Statute, as that 
indiſcreet Author adviſes, would it not be 
equivalentiy to allow, not to ſay authorize, 
ſuch Crimes? Would it not be to declare 
blickly that we make no Conſcience of 
ſuch Things? And would not this deter all 
Nations from trading with us? Unl&; ſuch 
as play all the Play as well as ourſelves. 
Would it not be natural in them to fay to 
one another, Who would deal with the 
oy Engliſh, who have publickly repealed 
* the 3 Law againſt cheating that 
C 3 "._ 


1 

e eyer was made; and tacitly allow every 
« Man to cheat his Neighbour, as much as 
<« he can? Or if they ſhould privately en- 
« deavour to murder us, for what we have, 
«how ſhall we guard againſt a People who 
% make 10 Conſcience of What they do? Is 
not this a natural Conſequence of repealing 
theſe Statutes againſt ſealing? What a Blot 
would it be on the Credit of the Nation? 
Every one, who has his Intereſt at Heart 
i" more than Religion, ought to tremble at 
Wh 144. Aa PEE 


8 Another of theſe Statutes is, Thou /halt 
not bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy Neigh- 
| bour; which forbids all manner of Lying 


and bearing Teſtimony. againſt the Truth, but 
particularly regards Courts of Fuſtice, where 
the moſt cruel Injurics are committed a- 
gainſt the Sufferers by ſuch falſe Witneſſes. 
And as we require, an Oath to give a San- 

ction to ſuch, Teſtimonies, it puts me in 
mind of another of theſe Statutes, which 
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f is, Thou alt not take the Name of the 
1 Lord thy God in vain. Notwithſtanding 
dhe Exzlication our Author gives of in vain, 
= that is, according to him, without getting 


Something by it; which is not the worſt Part 
of his Letter, and is really founded on the. 
Practice of a great many People I could 
name: "Tis Fact ſome People get or ſaue 

| + ae . a great 


(39) 
great deal by ſwearing, without which 
they would not be ſo forward to take Oaths; 
and ſome People fooliſhly loſe a great deal 
by not ſwearing: Vet this Statute chiefly 
tegards falſe Oaths and Perjuries, by which 
moſt crying and terrible Injuſtices are often 


committed. Would not this alſo be a greater 
Detriment to our Trade, and Credit of the 
Nation, if theſe Statutes were repeal'd' by 
publick Authority, than what is daily cau- 
| ſed by private Practitioner As frequent 
Diſputes muſt neceſſarily ariſe in publick 
and private Negotiations, the Credit of any 
Nation muſt; ſuffer who ſhould make flo 
ſcruple of ſuborning falſe: Witneſſes; when 


even now, before theſe Statutes are repeal' d, 


thouſands of falſe Witneſſes might be Had 
for a very low Price, and, ſometimes, o 
confirm the greateſt Villanies. Every At- 
torney and Sollicitor, in Town and Coun- 
try, are Witneſſes, in ſome Proportion, 6f 
what I advance: Then What muſt be ex- 
pected when theſe Statutes ate 'repeaPd, 
which were made expreſſy to cutb ſuch 
Villanies? If you ſay, we habe other Laws, 
to keep People in Awe, and puniſh boch 
Cheating and Perjury; yet ſuch Practices 
grow upon us every Day, for all our Laws: 
And why ſo? But for want of Conſcience, 
as well as Law. Is not a perjur'd Villain 
more odious, on account of His vans 
5 . Prin- 


1 I 40 ) L 
Principles, | than for the Penalty inflicted 
upon him? Suppoſe he were great enough 
to eſcape the Laws, would not he be odious 
ſtill in che Hearts of Men? Our very Au- 
thor ſeems to be ſomething diffident in his 
Propoſal, when he would have theſe Sta- 


tutes reſtrain'd to little Villains, but not to 
great ones. But are not little Villains both 
uſeful and neceſſary to great ones, on ſeveral 
Occaſions? Why ſhould they be reſtrain d, 
any more than the other? Or how cools 

they be ſerviceable, if they were ſo re- 
ſtrain d? Can't great Villains, in his Sup- 


poſition, bring a Scandal upon a Nation, 


as well as little ones? We are certainly hap- 
py in having Judges of as great Integrity as 
ever ſat * the Bench, and our Laws ad- 
miniſter'd with as ſtrict Juſtice, as far as 

_ .perjur'd Witneſſes will allow, who are alſo 
puniſh'd when detected; but who can de- 


7 2 a Man's Conſcience, if he has nothing 


but thoſe Puniſhments to deter him? But 
as for out Author's Reſtriction, with re- 
ſpect to great and little Villains, tis a mere 
Colluſion. The Hiſtories of all Times and 
Nations will furniſh us with Examples 
where great Villains have been more hurt- 
ful to a Commonwealth than little ones; 
why, therefore, will he exempt one from 


tbe Curb of the gn r more 
; than the oper? - : 


(ar) 
We read but of one perj uur d Nation, that 
made any great Figure in the World, for 


any conſiderable Time, but were deſtroy 5 


after wards for their Treacheries: They 
were the Cartbaginians, who, perhaps, miglit 
have been Maſters of the World, if their 
repeated Perjuries and Villanies had not 
arm'd all their Neighbours againſt them. 
Your Lordſhip is too well read in profane 


Hiſtory, not to know that des Punica be- 


came a common Proverb ; this was to ex- 
preſs the moſt treacherous Faith then i in the 
World. There is one of the moſt remarka- 


ble Stories of a national Treachery, as is to 


be found in all ancient Hiſtory; when they, 
the Cartbaginians, were reduced almoſt to 
the laſt Extremity by the Romans under the 
brave Regulus, who was moſt cred TH ut to 
Death by them afterwards.” They lent to 
the Lacedemonians for Succour, adtcularly 
for a General to teach them their Art of 
War; I think his Name was Xewx/pppus. 
He came, and retrieved their ſhatter d State, 
taught them how to conquer their victo- 
rious Adverſaries, took the Roman General 
Priſoner, and put them in a Condition to 
ſtruggle with the Romans for the Empire of 
the World, as = os, . Fane _— 
| e Hannibal. | 


(42) 


They could do no leſs than give an ample 
Reward to the brave Grecian General, their 
Saver and Benefactor; which they did ge- 
nerouſly enough, in the Eyes of the World; 
they ſent him back under an honourable 
Convoy, as it were, in Triumph, to his 
own Country; but they put the General and 
his Companions in a Ship contrived on pur- 


poſe to open and fink them all, when they 


were far enough out at Sea; ſo lamenting, 
in Appearance, the unfortunate Diſaſter; 
- they re-convoyed all his Reward and Trea- 
ſure. back to Carthage, imagining they did 
a grand Piece of Service to their native 
Country, by ſaving ſo much Money, and 
deſtroying a Man who knew the Weakneſs 


of their Commonwealth. I don't queſtion 


but there are ſome of our Anti- religioniſts 
who think there was no more Horror in 
ſuch a flagrant Piece of Ingratitude, not to 
be expreſs d ſufficiently by Words, than it 

is to kill a Fly; and may applaud it as a 
grand Piece of Policy: But what was the 
Conſequence of ſuch execrable Treacheries? 
Why, they became the Hatred of the whole 
World, and were rooted out from the Face 
of the Earth in a few Generations, that they 
had not ſo much as the Name of a Nation 
left them, except in the Records of their 
Impieties and Villanies; tho' they had been 
1 FH T | 8 the | 


(43) 
the, moſt flouriſhing People, for Trade and 
Naviga tion, and even the farſt that brought 
1t to any Perfection, as being the Deſcen- 
dants of the 7 yrians and Pbenicians, who 
firſt ventur' d out into the main S660 and 
diſcovered moſt of the Coaſts of Aa, 
Africa,' and Europe, and, ſome. Hiſtorians 
think, America too, I don't ſay this as if 
we were guilty of any national Treachery, 
being, of our own Nature, as honeſtly in- 
clin d as any People in the Worid; tis only 
to ſhew what a Paſs a flouriſhing Nation 
may be brought to, if theſe venerable Sta- 
tutes, which are the Land- marks of Equity 
and Juſtice, ſhould come to be aboliſhed; 
which God forbid ſhould ever be the Caſe of 
ae three, yet, ce Kingdoits. : * 


| 57 this 0 ſee, thas. if Religion wee out 
of the Caſe; yer. common Intereſt obliges 
us to keep up the Name of theſe Statutes, 
till the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature can find 
ſome other Methods for the Support of 
common Honeſty and Juſtice, All Un-. 
venſals are made up of Particulars; if Par- 
ticulars grow more impious and perfidious 
every Day, the Evil may ſpread itſelf too 
vaſtly for a Remedy. On a ſerious Refle- 
ction, any Perſon, of a moderate Capacity, 
may eaſily comprehend, that whatever Eviils 


of Gs Nature we have among us, they . 
cee 


Ia 5 
dered more from want of internal Ties of 
Conſcience, than external Laus; of which 
we ſeem to have a ſufficient Number, and, 
truly, executed ſeverely enough; as appears 
by the Accounts of every Seſſions. Till, 
therefore, the Legiſlature can invent any 
ſtronger Ties than theſe Statutes, I _— 
conceive they ought to remain in as full 
Force as a free-thinking Nation can beat. 


There ate other Reaſons, my Lord, a- 
gainſt repealing theſe Statutes, which, tho* 
religious ones, and, as ſuch, undoubtedly 
ought to be poſtponed to Intereſt and Policy; 
nevertheleſs, they ſhould not be alrogether 
unregatded, by People who retain, yet, the 


Name of  Chriftzans. I apprehend, my 


Lord, that if theſe Statutes were to be re- 
2 it might caſt a Blemiſh both on the 
Reformation in general, and our Church; 
as by Law eſtabliſh'd, in particular; on che 
Reformation in general, becauſe theſe Sta- 
tutes made a great Part of the original Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Reformation at its very 
firſt appearing in the World, and were the 
moſt glorious Foundation of it; when, by 

cutting off all Syperfluities and Fopperies in 
Religion, our firſt Reformers reduced it to 
as narrow Bounds as poſſible, that a free 
People might enjoy the Liberty of the Goſ- 
pel more freely. So that if we ſhould re- 
85 8 _ peal, 


. 3 
1, or even explain away theſe narrow' 
—— we ſhould ſcarce leave it any 
Bounds at all. Then what a Gap would be 
laid open to Atheifts, Deiſts, Free-Tbinkers, 
and other Infidels, to break in upon, and tri- 
umph over our holy Religion? The very 
Papiſts might take a Handle from thence to 
depreciate the Reformation itſelf, as change- 
able and alterable by the Inſtitutions of Men, 
if we ſhould reform away the chiefeſt Foun- 
dation of it; which, tho* God forbid, 
would almoſt be the Caſe, if theſe Statutes 
ſhould be repeal' d. Your Lordſhip can't 
be ignorant, as was partly obſerv'd before, 
that all revealed Religion, by the Lump, is 
publickly ridicul'd, as a Piece of Prieſtcrafr, 
by vaſt Numbers, all over this Kingdom. 
Wo can reckon up the Numbers that don't 
believe a Word of it interiorly, rho' they 
fay nothing againſt it? Even ſome pretend- 
ing yet to be Chriſtians, will tell you, that 
Chriſtianity is not myſterious ; which cuts 
off almoſt all the les Creed, except the 
firſt Article: 70 125 of the en 
cles, tho proved to be true, by the moſt 
forcible” external Reaſons, are yet real My- 
ſeries in themſelves. If your Lordfhip, and 
a a great many others who may read this Let- 
ter, is not acquainted with the other Arti- 
cles of the Apoſtles Creed, I ſhall here re- 
cite ſome of them, to ſnew, that if Obri- 
„CC 5 1 
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Rianity is not myſterious; the Apgſles Creed 
does not belong to n For In- 
ſtance, when we ſay, I believe in God, the 
Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and 
Eartb, (a great many doubt of this Article, 
or at leaſt ſome Parts of it,) we add, And in 
Jeſus Cbriſt, his only Son, our Lord: Who 
Was concei ved by the Holy G bat: Born of, 
the Virgin Mary. — The third Day ro/e. 

again from the Dead. Aſcended into Hea- 
ven . from thence he ſhall come to judge 
the, Quick and the Dead, I believe in the 
Holy Gba, &c. Are not theſe Articles real 
Myſteries? So that either the Apoſtles Creed 
does not belong to Chriſtianity, if it is not 


* 


myſterious; or, if it does, thoſe who be- 
lIieve it not myſterious are not Chriſtians. 
We may alſo reject the firſt Article by that 
Rule. For tho the Being of God is evi- 
dently demonſtrable in itſelf, yet, when we 
come to an his infinite Perfections too 
nigh, we ſhall be overwhelmed with his 
Glory. Again, ſome of our great Divines 
and Pillars of the Church have maintain d 
in their Writings, as to Points of Faith, 
that a well-meaning Sincerity will ſuffice; 
yet L am really ſo charitable, as to believe, 
that there may be ſome well- meaning, fin- 
cere in their way, and conſcientious Perſons, 
among Qualers, Anabaptiſts, Presbyterians, 
Seventh. Day Men, Independants, Socinians, 


Artans, 
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Arians, Latitudinarians, and other Secta- 
ries which we have in this Kingdom, al- 
moſt without Names or Number, not ex- 
cepting O--t--r Hh. The very Free- 
Thinkers would take it ill if we faid they 
were not fincere in rejecting Chriſtianity all 
at once. From which Rule it follows, that 
Men may be Chriſtians, let them believe of 
not believe what Point of the Chriſtian Faith 
they pleaſe ; perhaps without any Faith at 
all, provided they are but fincere: And I 
am ſure it would be very uncharitable to 
judge all Sectaries not to be fo. But I ſup- 
poſe they are meant to be "Chriſtians in the 
learned Dean's Senſe, 1. e. Nominally. 
Then, as to the Free- Thinkers, if I am 
not miſtaken, I have read in a certain very 
learned Prelate's Work, wrote expreſſy a- 
gainſt them; that they may be allow'd the 
juſt Liberty of enjoying their ' private Sen- 
timents within themſelves, provided they do 
not attack the publick Worſhip of the 
Church by Law'eftabliſh'd:” By which Cbri- 
ftian Allowance, they have a juſt Liberty of 
being Chriſtians or no Chriſtians in their 
own private Sentiments. Thus, my Lord, 
2 ſee the Apoſtles Creed is as good as 
niſh'd; as to any internal Faith in it. I 
wiſh they don't do the ſame in time by the 
Tirey Nine Articles; in that Suppoſition, 
what Part of the Purity of the Gofpel will 
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be left, except theſe poor antiquated Sta- 
tutes? I ſhould be as forry as any Man liv- 
ing that the Reformation ſhould have ſuch 
a Blemiſh caſt upon it, whatever may be 
this Author's Meaning in ſuch a Propoſal; 

but much more if our Church, by Law 
eſtabliſh'd, ſhould have ſuch a Scandal 
thrown upon her. Have we taken ſuch 
Pains, and ſpent fo much Money and Blood 
in ſupporting the Purity of the Goſpel, and 
purging it from all Dregs and Droſs of Po- 
pery, and can ſuffer the very Propoſal, of 


I can't bear the Thought of it, without 
ſhuddering. - But when we reflect, that this 
would be peculiarly ſcandalous to us, who 
have the Honour to be the chief Support 

of the Proteſtant Religion againſt Paprfts, 
and Sectaries, I am ſtill more ſurprized; 

which I can't paſs over without ſome dre 


an an on . Head. 


1 am Cancels: my Lord, chat 155 
Church of England is the ſtrongeſt Bar- 
tier, and the very chief Support of the 
Proteſtant Religion againſt the Attempts of 
the Papiſi:; I don't mean ſo much here in 
England, where they are but an inſignii- 
cant Handful of People, already ſo cruſh'd 
by our Laws, that they have much a- da to 


Jupport wee j and I can't but lay, 
that 


— 4 


purging away the very Cominatidtitine too? 


„„ 
that a great many of them ſeem to have as 
little Zeal for their Church, as we have for 
ours; which is the only Good Free-think- 
ing and Irreligion has done in this Nation. 
The worſt on't is, that when they come 
cover to us, ſome of them ſeem to be as 


reat Enemies to the Ten Commandments, 


as the Free-Thinkers, their Conuerters: But 
I ſpeak of the Proteſtant Religion abroad. 
*Tis certain, we are juſtly eſteem'd, as yet, 


do be the chief Support of it. Great Part 


of Germany, where it firſt began, are re- 
turn'd back to the Romiſb Religion; the Pa- 
latinate, where it receiv'd ſuch Encourage- 
ment at the Beginning, is now entirely Ro- 
man; the very Country where the great Lu- 

tber began to preach, is gone back; all Au- 

ria, Stiria, Silefia, Bobemia, Bavaria, 
and all but three Electorates, are almoſt uni- 
verſally of the ſame Perſuaſion. The Ele- 
 Qtoral Prince of Saxony has embraced the 

ſame Religion as his Father the King of 
Poland; the States General are mere Hol- 
landers; Suedeland and Denmark are Pro- 
teſtants of a different Perſuaſion from us: 
The firſt is ſtrictly allied with France; Den- 
mart᷑ is in a fair Way to it, and on very ill 
. with the Electorate of 3 3 
Switzerland is partly Papiſt, partly Prote- 
fant, and * — in Tc France, Italy, 
and Germany; Prufjia will have her 9 


— 
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tull of the Affair of Juliers and Berg: But 
ſuppoſe they were all united together in a 
Proteſtant League; if the Roman Pomers 
ſhould take it in their Heads to unite them- 
ſelves likewiſe, what would become of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, without our Support, or 
even with it, if we conſider the joint For- 


__ - xes of the Empire, France, Spain, all Italy, 


Savoy, Venice, Lorain, Poland entire, and 
even Hungary, in caſe the Emperor ſhould 
make a Peace with the Turk? The Cæarina 
herſelf, and the Religion of her whole Em- 
pire, draws much nigher to the Popiſb Re- 
| ae than ours. On the whole, if we were 
to make a more exact Calculation, to our 
Sorrow be it ſpoken, we ſhould find, that 
the entire Proteflant Tntereft, provided they 
ꝓrofeſs d the ſame Proteſtant Religion which 
is confin'd to this Kingdom, would be but 
2 Handful, in reſpect of the vaſt Kingdoms, 
and infinite Numbers, who profeſs the Po- 
725 Religion to a Man. If all theſe, as 1 
id, ſhould unite themſelves againſt us, as 
ſuch religious Leagues have been form'd 
before now, what would become of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, if that Church, which 


is the moſt glorious Support of it, ſhould 


: waver and otter, in a Part which makes the 
chief Foundation of all Religion? For ſup- 
poſe we ſhould aboliſh the Ten Command- 
ments, as repealing is much the ſame as abo- 
e 


un . ; liſhing 


I e 
liſhing, would it not be natural for them to 
fay, Come, let us go up and deſtroy this 
* Race, who have 4% Religion than Feu, 
© Turks, and Heatbens? I ö mean ſtill in 
the Suppoſition of our Author, that is, in 
caſe we ſhould repeal theſe Statutes. This 1 
am ſure your Lordſhip will allow to be a 
much more plauſible Foundation for a holy 
League, than the holy League in France, 
about a Century ago, or even all the ancient 
Croiſades. So much is ſaid with reſpect to 
the Popr/h Intereſt abroad, which every Man 
muſt ſee, that has but his Eyes in his Head, 
and will only take the Pains to open them; 
but as to the Popiſh Intereſt here at lame, 
tis as good as dwindled into nothing: 
Two Thirds of them have the Honeſty and 
gSgSenſe to be in the Court Intereſt, as appears 
by joining their little Intereſt on the Court 
Side in Elections. A great Number of the 
Sentry (and what are the reſt but a Mob 
without a Head) begin to ſlacken very much 
in their bigotted Zeal for Mother Church. 
Your Lordſhip knows that I am no grand 
Politician,” nor ever troubled myſelf with 
Parties of any kind; yet I can ſee, with half 
an Eye, that the Papiſts here are not ſuch * 
Zealots for their Religion, as we take them 
to be: They are generally Perſons of good 
ancient Families, and. police Education, 
Which very naturally makes them run wy 
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all the polite Ways of the Town : A great 
many of them begin to think as freely as 
ourſelves; and, what is more to the Ad- 


[= vantage of the Proteſtant Intereſt, they 


ſpend their Eſtates in Proportion to their 
Rank, faſter than we do. But to give your 
Lordſhip a convincing Argument that they 
are not ſo bigotted to their Religion as we 
imagine, they begin to have as little Reſpect 
for their Prieſts and Churchmen, as we have. 


Wee fooliſhly imagine, that they are led on 


blindly by their Prieſts and Directors, and 
ſpirited up to that Zeal for holy Church as 
we ſee in other Countries, and read of in 
ancient Times: But there is nothing in it 


now. I have frequent Converſation with 


ſeveral of that Perſuaſion, have been at 
Taverns with them, and often dine at their 
Houſes, with Perſons of the firſt Rank a- 
mong them; where I have obſerv'd, that 
the infallible Director has hung his Ears, 
and look'd as ſheepiſhly as a poor Country 
Curate before the Lord of the Manor, I 
am ſure ſome of them are ſcarce allow'd 
ſufficient to buy them Cloathes: And the 
ſpiritual Operator, with all his Gimcracks, 
like Pauper Ariftoteles, cogitur ire Pedes, 
with a Mien more like a Heathen Philoſo- 
pber than an infallible Teacher. Now we 
find by Experience, that, whete the Church 
is depreciated, Religion muſt loſe its Value. 
| Yb” S E a This 
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This the Free-Thinkers are very well a 
prized of, when, by viliſying the ro 
men and Clergy, they dilated their Taber- , 
 nacles, andeſtabliſh'd their zew Syſtem of no; 
Religion; which, in my Opinion, is all that 
we need to fear from the Papiſti in theſe. 
Kingdoms, unleſs we drive them into De- 
ſpair, and ſo rivet them more ſtedfaſtly in 
their Obſtinacy. In fine, my Lord, the 
more the Papiſts depreciate their Prieſts and, 
Church, the more they advance ours: But, 
by the lame Rule, the more we vilz ;fy our 
own Clergy, the more we advance Free- 
o 


As to the Clamours 7 Fiee⸗Thinkers 
and others raiſe. againſt Churchmen, one 
would think they are ſo cager to engroſs 


the ꝛcbole Breach of the Commandments ta 


themſelves,” that a poor Clergyman can't 
make a little Slip, but immediately they are 
Hypocrites, and Wolves in Sheep's Cloathing; 
ſo down with the Churchmen, Church and 
all. Muſt we be led to Heaven, ſay they, 


7 by People who won't go there themſel ves? 


But would that do us any Harm? I can't 
deny, my Lord, but we Laymen never made 
ſo free with the Commandments, and all 

Duties of Religion, as we have done of 
late Years, eſpecially Men of Opulency, 


Fi igure, and Fortune; . this was the 
D 30 Reaſon 
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Reafon our Author would indulge the 
| Breach of all the Ten Commandments to 
them only. He is a Man of fly and deep 
Deſigns, as well as polite Lennheg and ſo- 
lid Senſe, in other Matters, as appears to 
every ſerious Inſpector, tho he has over- ſhot 
himſelf in this Propoſal; notwithſtanding 
ſome People, of his Taſte, proclaim, that he 
has outdone his uſual Outdoings. However 
that be, ſuch Indulgences exceed all the Ro- 
mfh Indulgences in the World; fince he not 
only gives us Leave to commit Sins ro come, 
but, by taking away the Commandments, 
takes away all the grofler Sins, and gives us 
Leave to commit them by the Lump. But 
it would be too partial, and unjuſt, for the 
Laity to engroſs all the Catalogue of Sins, 
yet cry out againſt e ee if he 
makes a Slip ratlty now and then. 
When the Clerey e us good Example, 
wee would not follow them; can we won - 
deͤer, then, if they ſhould follow ours, in 
fome Things, when we have almoſt made 
them dependant of us for their Life and Su- 


ſtenance? Nay, I fear, my Lord, chat this 


very Dependance we have reduced them to, 
is, that they ſhould not have any Authority 
= us in our Enormities. "Tis there» 
e highly unjuſt,” in the Laity, to cry out 
JE? the Cherch FE Churchmen, till 


theſe old Statutes in Queſtion, eſtabliſhed 


6 


they are defirous themſelves to follow better 
2 e 


But to erm to his Prejudice the 9 
of the Ten Commandments would raiſe a- 


gainſt the Church by Law eſtabliſhed in 


. ; 


particular. Beſides what appears already, 
T apprehend it would give the Pap/ts and 
Seftaries a more plauſible Handle to open 
their barking Tongues againſt it. As the 
Charch by Law eſtabliſhed is we chiefeſt 
Support of the Proteſtant Cauſe, and from 
that Head alone, every true 3 
who has any Religion at Heart, oug 

awake and alert at any Attempts * — 
Enemies to caſt a Blemiſh on it: So the ſu- 
preme Legiſlature took particular Cate to 
eſtabliſh it by a joint and unanimous Con- 
ſent of the King, Lords and Commons aſ- 
ſembled in Parliament, on the ſtrongeſt 
Foundation ſuch an auguſt Aſſembly could 
give it. As it had a parliamentary Eſtabliſh- 
ment,” in the moſt ſolemn manner, it had a 
parliamen tary Security too, in the ſame man- 
ner, and by that means it became, pro perly 
ſpeaking, a Church by Law cRabliked? An 
Honour, the reſt of the reformed Churches ne- 
ver could boaſt of. Some of the fundamental 
Laws of this Church ſo eſtabliſhed, were 


by the ſame Act of the Legiſlature: Now, 
my Lord, though one Act of Parliament. 


. per- 


WY 
perhaps can t tye up the Hands of another; 
yet this original Efobliſhment of the Church 
of England was ſo ſolemn, and ſo long con- 
firm'd by ſubſequent Acts, that it would 
give a terrible Shock to the original Eſta- 
blichment itſelf, in caſe another 2 of Par- 
liament ſhould repeal theſe ſame Statutes. 
I need not make any farther Application to 
a Perſon. of your Lordſhip's Judgment, nor 
the Triumphs of Sectaries on that Account, 
when they might ſay, if our Author's Pro- 
ject ſhould ſucceed, that the very Founda- 
tion of our Church is ſhaken, chopped, _ ol 


en by the Capricios of Men. 
1 don't fay any thing of the F onnedation 


theſe ſame Statutes have in the Holy Scrip- 


ture, becauſe we have Numbers who yet 
Call themſelves Proteſtants, that don't war 
— 5 Word of the Scripture; or if they 
aint Belief of it, might imagine a 
: 4 . Eftabliſhment to be much bet- 
ter of the two, as I have heard it advanced 
by Perſons of no ſmall Opinion of their 
own Judgments. But not to enter into a 
Diſpute foreign tomy preſent Subject; theſe 
Gentlemen don't reflect, that the Scriptures 
themſelves. have been confirm'd by Act of 
Parliament, and the Thirty Nine —— 
ſo that they mult break in upon the Conſti- 
tution in en and * who offer t to G 


. 
peal theſe Statutes: By which it is manifeſt, 
that if they muſt be laid aſide, as this Au- 
thor propoſes, tis infinitely better to let 
them dye away ” * 70 iſe, than 3 uy 
. at; 


Bur my Lord, "cis to be fear d this. is | 
thor has more Malice in the Drift of his 
Book than every Body is aware of: That he 
not only ſtrikes at the Honour and Credit 
of the Nation, the Reformation in general, 
and the Church by Law eſtabliſhed in par- 
ticular; not to mention that he talks like a 
Free-Thinker, and in the very Language of 
modern Libertines; but there are ſhrewd 
Suſpicions that he has ſome obligue Views 
againſt the Honour and Dignity of the 
High Court of Parliament itſelf, one of the 


Mo 90 Auguſt Aſſemblies in theWorld; in whoſe 


Juſtice, Equity, and Integrity, the Liberty 
and Property of every Engliſbman is repoſited, 
as well as the Security of the Proteſtant Re- 
Hion. If this High Court ſhould be biaſs d 
in its Morals, What would become of our Li- 
berties and Properties? If in in its Principles, 
What would become of our Religion? Tis 
on this Account Iam fo nicely {crupulous in 
the Examination of the Pamphlet in Queſti- 
on; leſt, as I ſaid, he ſhould have ſome indi- 
rect and oblique Views, againſt the Honour 
and Dignity of the Houſe. For, my Lord, 

can any one mine that he would addreſs 


him- 


= 


might be inclin'd to repea | 
mandments, as uſeleſs and burdenſome to 


| 0 the Beaſts of Burden; but 1 fear he would 


Members of this auguſt Aſſembly, and the 
wicked ones of the Earth? Our Light Ho- 


—— ALS 
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himſelf to a Member of Parliament, in or- 
der to have theſe Statutes repeal d, unleſs 


: he had ſome Hopes of Succeſs? Or, at leaſt, 


did not deſpair, by his gloſſy Reaſons, of 


. obtaining a Majority in the Houſe. It were 
ſhameful to think he has any Abettors there; 


but much more to imagine the whole Houſe 
the Ten Com 


the Subject. Tis true, he reſtrains them 


covertly inſinuate, that they are burdenſome 
to the whole Houſe, elſe why ſhould he 


add at the Cloſe of his Title, or repeal; by 
which he would make it an Act of the 


Whole Body of our Repreſentatives, and e- 
quivalently of the whole Nation. But ſup- 
poſe he ſhould have ſuch an Fog ct e 
merical Perſuaſion in his vain 8 tions, 


it muſt be a greater Affront l, to to endea- 


dot at it by an Over? Ache If he was led 


into this audacious Propofal by the general 
- Wickednefs' of the World, who make no- 


thing of ſtretching, cracking, and 'break- 
ing the Commandments into a thouſand 


Shivers; ſurely he ought ro make ſome Di- 


ſtinction between the Right "Honourable, 
Right Reverend, and Right 'Worſhipful 


novrable * were raiſed originally to that 
allo 2-7 2403 amiga 290 408 BY 
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high Dignity, on Account of their high Me- 
rits and Viftue, which were to be a ſbining 
Example to all Perſons that moved in a low-- 
er Sphere. Their very Patents often run in 
that Stile, for their | diſtinguiſh'd Merits, 


Zen und Ser bier td Crab and Sac: = 


Could he preſume theſe would ever coneut 
to repeal the Ten Commandments? He is 
ſo artful indeed as to ſweeten that harſh: 
Thought, by endeavouring to make us be- 
lieve, that it were indecent, and beneath 
cheir high Dignt y, to be ol up to — 


I charirably ſuppoſe, that ivy are lene 
of themſelves to live without Rule, as St. 
Paul ſaid of the Gentiles, ipſi fibi ſunt Lex, 
they are @ Law 1 themfeboes. But even in that 
Suppoſition, 1 can t ſee, yet, what Neceſſi- 
ty there is of r ing theſe Statutes by Act 
of Parliament. Bbe „to convince your 
Lordſhip how inconſiſtent he is in his Sy- 
ſtem, and how inconclukve his Argument; 
ſuppoſe, in his Senſe, Perſons of all Ranks 
made no Scruple of breaking theſe Statutes; 
how many other Acts and Statutes, as well 
as the moſt folemn Ordinances of the 
Church, are now look'd upon as vb/olete, 
broke in —— every Day, and not ſo much 
ds r in private or pubhck Practice, 
both by Clergy and Larry?” Wet k would not 
de Ore in els, Betz Jam fure, becem- 


ing 


( 60) | 
ing the Houſe to repeal them. In like man- 
ner, a great many Points of the Chriſtian 
Faith , eſpecially reveal'd Myſteries, are 
grown quite obſolete, at leaſt with a great 
many, yet it is not a proper Time yer, to 
repeal them by Act of Parliament. His o- 
tber Argument of their being a Clog and 
Burden on a free People, has partly been 
anſwered already. He ought to conſider, 
that though they may be burdenſome, ex- 
ceeding burdenſome to ſome People, yet 
there are thouſands and thouſands, in whom 
they don't create the leaſt Uneafineſs, but fir 
as light on their Stomachs as a Glaſs of Gel- 
Iy; or, at leaſt, as light as their ſhatter d 
Conſtitutions, and ill Habits of Body will 
permit: Nor can I think the Man is ſo fool- 


ib and ſhort-fighted, as to take a Qualm 


after a Debauch for a Qualm of Conſcience. 
How therefore they can be a Clog on ſuch 


People, I can't ſee for the Life of me. Tis 


alſo drawing an Argument from Fa# to 
Right, which turns upon himſelf, as well 
as ĩt is falſe in Logick. For I am perſuaded 
ſome People of all Ranks obſerve theſe Sta- 
tutes very religiouſly ; is that an Argument 

that others muſt do ſo too? Not according 
to his Way of Reaſoning I am ſure; ſince 
he bimſelf allows that they are not obligato- 
Ty in Perſons of Rank and Figure, who are 
bleſt wich the Conveniences of en 


— 


\ 
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them when they pleaſe. As to our being a 
free People; beſides, that it has been an- 
ſwered already; he ought to reflect, that 
true Liberty does not conſiſt in being /awleſs 
and unbounded in our Deſires, lite wild 
Beafts, unleſs, according to his way of 
thinking, in thoſe who can be ſo with Im- 
punity; but the beſt Liberty conſiſts in the 

Obſervationof the juſt Laws of our Country. 

So that taking his Argument in what Light 
you pleaſe, it is not neceſſary, nor even ex- 
pedient yet, to repeal the Ten Command- 
ments, unleſs the whole Nation ſhould join 
in a Petition for it: Then indeed it might 
| be look'd upon as a ſort of a Vox Populi; 
but whether it would be Vox Dei, I leave to 

Divines. N 44 PALE 


I think 1 have already anſwer'd his Ar- 
gument drawn ab incongruo, except one par- 
ticular Branch of it, which is about the 
Obligation of going to Church on the Sab- 
bath Day. He thinks, for example, tis un- 
becoming Perſons of Figure and Fortune to 
be obliged to go to Church along with Shop- 
keepers and Mechanicks, Sc. But he was 
ſo unthinking, as not to reflect, that it is 


extremely convenient they ſhould go, once, 


at leaſt, when they are to qualify themſelves 
for any Place of Profit or Preferment. "Tis 
almoſt as neceſſary as Iaſtitution and Indu- 


ion 


„„ 
_ fionfor a good Benefice. Here, then, he is 
quite out in his Argument. But as for his 
other Inſtance, that it is not fitting Perſons 
of Rank and Quality ſhould be obliged to 
dreſ for that Ceremony, as they would for 
a Play; or an Opera, I can fay little to it; 
but it puts me in mind of a Propoſal of my 
own, in that ref; much more proper 
than his: The Thought came into my Head 
from a Paſſage that happen d in one of our 
Churches not long ago. A certain noble 
Lord and a private Gentleman chanced to 
Fþy one another at Church, on a particular 
Occaſion, not neceſſary to relate; the Lord 
was up in the Gallery, and the Gentleman 
| &lbw: The Gentleman call'd to che Lord, 
and ask'd him, What be paid in the Gallery? 
HFalf a Crown, ſays the Lord. Says the 
SGBentleman, we come off better than your 
| — gps for we pay but 4 Shilling- in the 
Pit. Now ſince People are forced to pay 
for Places in the Church, where one ſhould 
be glad chey would come and hear the Word 
of God gratis; nay, as I have been well 
anform'd, in ſome Places the whole Church 
2s hired out at ſuch a Rent, which a Chap- 
lain ales, and fixes the Seats at ſo much 
per Bum; with Part of which Income he 
pays the Rent of the Church, and keeps 
the reſt for himſelf; by which means he 
gets as honeſt a Livelihood as an/Q---r---r, 


or 
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or a. This is not aid to depreciate 


thoſe poor Clergymen who have ſpent their 
Youth in qualifying themſelves to ſerve the 
Church, and by that means have loſt the 
Opportunity of qualifying themſelves for 


1 other Employments; but to ſhew the Abu- 


ſes our Neglect or Contempt for the Church 
has brought upon us. I was thinking, there- 
fore, of a Method that Perſons mig i go to 
Church gratis, and prevent this ſcandalous 
Clog and Drawback to their Devotions. 
_ The Propoſal, in ſhort, is this; That fince, 
33 to our Author, che Quality ſhould. 
not be obliged to go to Church, if they 
would give their Places to the mraner ſort, 
it would be a great Charity, without Ex- 
e The Conveniency of this would be, 
that the Quality might be exempt from go- 
ing to Church de jure, as well as de fatto, 


1 Adept, as J obſerved, where a lucrative 


| Poſt was in the Cafe. The People might 
| hear the Word of God without paying for 
it, and get drunk in the Evening with the 
Money ved. As for the poor wn, 9 
leave him to en Anne's ene 


Dire to return to our SthemiR, er 1 
en not done with yet. I can't brook he 
| ſhould addreſs himſelf to a Member of Par- 
lament to back ſuch an extravagant Prop 
1 9 he mne of the lower 

Houſe, 


— 


r —— 
* 
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Houſe, which is equally ſcandalous, to 
think they would favour his chimerical De- 
ſign, at leaſt by a publick Bill / which Iam 
ſure they will never do yet, if they conſider 
ſeriouſly the Reaſons already alledged againſt 
it. But as I am reſolved to follow him 


through Part of his Hypotheſis; put 


| every 

the Caſe, for Argument fake only, that he 

mould have ſome faint Hopes of ſucceeding | 
in that Houſe, what 'cou'd perſuade him 


that the Lords would not throw out the Bill, 


2s ſoon as preſented? On the whole, what 
- __ have our Nobility and Gentry done, to give 
him the leaſt Foundation for ſuch a Scheme? 
Surely their Morals are nor ſo vaſtly irregu- 
lat, that he ſhould imagine they would 
throw off all the Ten Commandments at 
once; the very Thought of it almoſt falls 


— Mor: — to overthrow every 
Branch of his Hypotheſis, ſuppoſe he ſhould 


_ fooliſhly imagine that the temporal Nobi- 
flity and Gentry ſhould be inclin'd to it, 
which is a Suppoſition I will not allow as 
real, but as an Argument ad Hominem; yet 
the Man muſt bs Hark wa} te exper hi 


the Lords Spiritual, the Right Reverend Bi- 
and Prelates, ſhould ever give into 


ſuch an impious Syſtem? What? to — — 
fthoſe venerable Statutes, which, by their 


eminent Poſt and Characters, they are obli- 


4255 to maintain, and have ſo many Thou- 
| * ſands 


(5) 


ſands a Vear allotted by our wiſe and pious 
Anceſtors for that Intent, and I am perſua- 


ded would ſpend the laſt Drop of their 


Blood, rather than give into ſuch an impi- 
ous Project. However, the Tendency of 
his Propoſal, let it be never ſo improbable, 
is a moſt heinous Affront to the whole 


| Houſe, and, in particular, to thoſe Right 


Reverend Prelates, and indeed to all the 


7 3 Governors of the Church, to en- 


deavour, only as much as in him lies, to 


make them j join in the ſcandalous Attempt. 


Ts it not to endeavour to make them join in 


it, when he would perſuade an honourable 


Member to bring in a Bill for repealing 


thoſe Statutes? Would he not have that 


Bill to paſs into an Act? Can it paſs into 
an Act, unleſs it paſſes both Houſes? So I 


leave that ſcandalous Project to ſuch wrong 


Heads as himſelf; not to fay any Thing of 
his Inſolence in drawing up the Form of 
a Bill for that Intent, with a Be it Ena- 
Fed, &c. as if there were not Perſons in 
the Houſe much more capable of draw- 
ing up a Bill of that . eben 


"himſelf! 


There remains, if 1 miſtake not, only one - 


more of his Reaſons, or rather Objet#ions, 
againſt the Ten Commandments, unſolved, 
85 Which 1 Is, rat _w—_ were delivered down to 


E ä 


* 


1 


us from the Jes, and made part of their 


Law: But ſuppoſe ſo; to add a Word or 
two to what has been ſaid already, Did not 
the Belief of a God, and forbidding us to 
have ſtrange Gods before him, come from 
the Jeus too? Yer I ſuppoſe tis not 3 
yet, to aboliſh the Belief of a God; nor, 
by Conſequence, the reſt of the Com- 
mandments on that Account. Do not 
ſome of the reſt appertain to this Wor- 
ſhip? Thus that doughty Objection loſes 
all its Force: Tho perhaps it has been 
one of the Occaſions = we have ſo 
many Atheiſts among us; or, to take it 
another Way, perhaps our modern I 
dels are ſuch Enemies to the O Tz 2 
ment, becauſe it orders, ſo expreſiy, the 
keeping of the Commandments. Howe- 
ver, I deſign to follow neither the Author, 
805 his Objections, any further. * 


Tiis poſſible your Lordſhip may have 
made ſome Reflections within yourſelf, 
why I make uſe of the reſtraining Par- 
ticle, yet, ſo often in this Letter; and, 

indeed; may wonder a little at it: To give 
your Lordſhip ſome Satisfaction, in that 
Point, I. take the Honour to acquaint 
your Lordſhip, that I do it in Imitation 
of the incomparable Dean quoted at the 
Beginning of this in that 2 * 
N | | ur 
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but golden Trad, againſt the abolifhi 
Chriſtianity, as yet, in theſe Kingdoms. + 
wiſh our Author had imitated the Cir- 
cumſp _ of that great Man, or defer- 
red his Propoſal ſome Years longer: 1 
ſhould . — given myſelf che Trou- 
ble to anſwer him, But to convince your 
Lordſhip that I did not make uſe of the 
Reſtriction yet without ſome Reaſons, we 
will conſider theſe Reaſons with reſpect 
to that Reſtriction; and when it may be 
a proper Time to bring in a Bill for re- 
 pealing the Ten Commandments. On the 
whole, my Lord, as to the now, and the 


yet, befide what has been already advan- 


ced, the Nation yet does not ſeem to be 
4 ciently prepar d for ſuch a ſudden. 
Change; Immorality and Irreligion are not 
come to their higheſt Pitch: Tho® Tican't 
fay but they increaſe apace. - Atheiſts and 
Free-Thinkers have not thoroughly eſtabliſh'd 
their Syſtem of no Religion; a great many 
of them are forced to counterfeit ſome Re- 
ligion, on particular Occaſions: Their Pra- 
ctice, indeed, is a Demonſtration that they 
believe none, as well as obſerve none in 
their Lives: But they can't yet make the 
Theory univerſal, tho their Method in 
making Proſelytes is the moſt natural of 
_ who have ever yet pretended to con- 
T1 1 | vert 


. 
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vert Nations. 1 chiefly requires a frong 
Conſtitution ; not to faſt and pray, but to 


bear the Burden of Sin; which ſeveral 
af them faint under, before they come to 


the Years; of Thirty, Then they muſt 
be allow'd. a greater Liberty to — theſe 
ſame Proſelytes, and pervert the Morals 

of both Sexes, than they have already. 
As to Faith, and our holy Myſteries, 


they have made a conſiderable Progrels 
akin theſe fifty Years; as alſo in Mo- 
rals, with thoſe who are let into the Se- 
cret of their Syſtem: But it will require 


ſome more Years, yet, before we come to 
an univerſal Corruption of Morals. E're 


this can be effected, all internal Obliga- 
tions, and Ties of Conſcience „ muſt. be 


cried down, as mere Bigotry and Prieſt- 


-- 5p we muſt deſtroy the eternal Dif- 
ferences of Good and Evil. we mult fap 


the very F oundation of Nature, to cure 


ſcrupulous Conſciences, which will have 


Qualms now and then : The World muſt 


| be made to believe that all Refraint. on 


our Actions, as well as Religion, is an In- 


poſition on Liberty ; ; Which, by an exact 
Calculation in the Progreſs they have made 


hitherto, will require, at leaſt, twenty 
Years, unleſs they advance ſomerhing fa- 
ſter than. 125 do; which, to give chem 
1 5 their 5 


Brothers and Siſters, &c. Sympathy 


is ( 69.) 
their Due, is pretty tolerable, for Perſons 
who don't love to 9 much Pains about 
Religion. The very Fathers and Hus- 
bands muſt endeavour to pervert the Mo- 
rals of their Children and Vives, and 
make them believe that all the Docu- 
ments of their ſpiritual Teachets is only 
to train them up to be Prieſt-ridden for 
the Emolument of the Church. As for 
' Youth and Paſſions will do it faſt enough, 
when once they come to be talk d out 
of all Religion; with infinite other Con- 
ſiderations, as can't eſcape your Lord- 
ſhip's Accuracy and Penetration. On the 
other hand, let them cry out againſt, and 
depreciate the Clergy as much as 
pleaſe, they will ſtill be the greateſt Rub 
in their Way; for before theſe Statutes 
can be — all Church - Authority 
muſt be depreſs d, much more than it is 
at preſent: We muſt take away all their 
Privileges, and even Incomes, if we can; 


which will be a very hard Task; and 


—_ chiefly aim'd at by the Free-Think- 
I am confident: the Legiſlature will 
* come into it; and at the laſt they 
can only hope to put the Clergy on the 
F 'ooting of a certain neighbouring Na- 
tion, "That they ſhall not Preach, nor 
| 1 each 


0 

1 
i 
J 
4 


improper, perhaps, with reſpect to the 


Teach any Thing, but what the Civil | 
Magiſtrate will allow. This, tho noe 


Diſſenters  and' Seftaries, the Free-Think- 
ers will never obtain, with reſpe& to the 


* beneficed Clergy : Let them cry out againſt 
a Government ww:thin a Government, as 


the Author of The Rights of the Chri- 


 ftian Church does; yet they muſt not 


flatter themſelves that the Legiſlature will 


ever deprive the Church, by Law : eſta. 5 
bliſh'd, of her juſt Rights: All they can 


hope for, but, I preſume, vainly hope, is, 


to endeavour to place Perſons like them- 
ſelves in the Government of the Church, 


who might give up all the Rights of the 
Church to the Temporal Power; of which 


there is not the leaſt Likelihood at pre- 


ſent: Or, if the Free- Thinkers ſhould 
ever get in the Church, which God for- 

bid, I fancy they would be as tenacious 
for their Prerogatives and Privileges, as 


the preſent Clergy can be, for their Lives. 
But if they would take away all ſpiritual 
Power, as, I believe; that is their main 


Drift; before this can be effected, they 
muſt not only baniſh all the ſpiritual 
Lords from the Legiſlature, but muſt ſtay 
till the whole Church ſhall have ſuch ſpi- 


ritual Governors as are leſs learned, leſs 


edifying 


1 r 


1 

edifying in their Lives, leſs watchful and 
vigilant over their Flocks, leſs zealous for 
the * of Chriſtianity, than, God be 
praiſed, our preſent Governors are: Till 
then, their Ho s will be as vain as this 
Author's are, for repealing the Ten Com- 
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